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Disk 19T — 4 of 4 of
Disk 19 Simpson Willis Mower Steed interviews. This is Robert Steed’s (4 of 4).
Present: Ronnie Stevenson, Kerry Williams, Robert (Bob) Steed

Date: unknown
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Yeah, we're used to it. That's...ha...

You're used to not having a lot of light? Do they not take care of you guys?

I've-I've worked my share graveyard shifts. So,

ha ha ha ha

So, so |, | probably do better in the dark. Haha

I just read a study. Um, we do, we do a lot of health research here, | just read a study that
it's actually healthier for you to work during the day and sleep during the night.

| heard that. Just recently they released that on the, they were saying that something about,
what's the, the, | don't know.. ..

It's melatonin

...melatonin that,,,

yeah...

...your body naturally produces. If you're a graveyard person, you're,

-..my sister-in-law doesn’t worry about that cause she works, she's a graveyard nurse

oh yeah?

...and has been for the last 12 years and

yeah...

works under fluorescent lights.

Well, I, wasn't going to tell you that the, what the down, what the downside risk is, but if
you've already read it, then you would have seen that they're linking this, this reduction in
melatin - - melanin production to, some cancers.

.good..

So, you guys try not to work at night,

.haha..

try to get your sleep.

| don’t know if | can go back to graveyard, ha, I've done em’. | don't know if | could do that.
Well, | guess people were designed it to work at night.

I, I know | don't function as well. They should make the switch easy. Course I'm not wanting
to stay. A lot of people stay on that graveyard schedule. | keep it on their days off. Not me.
uh-uh

...just do the 26 hour day when | work and then go home and die for 12 hours, so,

eh, you guys do a good job

| think the latest | would stay up is like 11 on my days off. I'm still pretty normal.

| tried to do that too.

Yeah. Well, anyway, so now you've had your health lessons for the day and

haha

as | drink my coffee.

Hahahaha...Well, we can have a talk about that, if you want.

Everything in moderation...

at least my donuts (inaudible — fitting?)

...that's my theory.

Haha, including coffee and moderation.

...I make my copy was seriously, half as strong as

like potent

...as my, like my mom comes and stays with me. We had to make two pots. Cause mine's
like tea...

...one strong...and one weak...

My sister-in-law, the one from Sweden, she likes to chew her coffee.
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...| mean she likes it that thick...

All right, I'm going to tell you something about coffee and you are gonna really not like me.
They did a, they did a study over it, but you, | mean, you know, we're a nutrition company
right, so, I'm allowed. Um, they did a study. Actually, they, uh, conducted a study yet at uh,
BYU. They uh took cancer cells. They put them in petri dishes and they found that
whenever they added uh caffeine. So it wasn't, it wasn't related directly to, so, this really is
bad now, right?

So, you poke and...

because now it extends to all this other stuff. But anyway, anytime they, they added
caffeine, the, the length of life of the cell was increased three times.

Really?

Wow

Yeah. And that the, you know, what's interesting about that study is everyone has cancer
cells, right? But, but our immune system is, is, is pretty good at keeping them in check untll
it becomes overwhelmed. And so what happens is you get these overwhelming events, you
know, maybe stress or maybe, you know, it can be induced by a lot of things, but obviously
the quicker that that killer T-cells can destroy cancer cells, the better off you are.

Right

So you get to a certain point and then all of a sudden you've got, you know, some sort of a
tumor, a tumor or some sort of a growth that it's hard for the immune system to defend
against. And, so, eh, you want the life of that cancer cell to be as short as possible.

Yeah.

And caffeine extends the life of those cells. I've heard

I've heard sugar does too.

Yeah, sugar is just nasty. It's just nasty. Yeah.

haha

and (inaudible — toot?) do those antioxidants in vitamin C so much

white death. ..l know you guys are like okay, enough said.

(laughter)

So that is so important. There's that power of attorney, by the way,

okay

that works for that document

Do we need a copy of this or does he already have one or?

| don't think you do need a copy, but | just, |, so that, you know, that's a signed
document...

Yeah, Chris, Chris was very comfortable with that. Because |, you know, | told him | was
coming in and we didn't know if you're going to be here or not.

Yeah, he did see that, so, he was good to go.

Yeah, we're good with that. And evidently, just in talking to different people, there was
some mention of a new investment or something that Ken was working on that had come
to light just prior to this whole event when he was killed. Do you know anything about
that?

a new investment?

A new some, s ome, something that, even Janella said that he made a comment, oh, should
| invest a million dollars | don't know if | should or not. And just more of a general
statement that he made in passing, but just the timing we're just, again, looking at every
avenue, was there something new he was working on or something...

| can tell you about a couple of things that | would have known anecdotally. Uh, he, | just
wish he had a source that he'd have spoken more about some of the things he was doing.
Um, yeah, there's a couple of things. One is there was a property deal that was going on.
and there's two of those. And in fact, David Simpson is the partners, David sitting right out
here, I'm meeting with him next. He's the guy that, uh, he is the guy that would have been
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working with him on that. There was a piece of property that was sold by a, or it's in the
process, Presidio group, P R E S IDEO Presidio, | guess.

Anyway, they sold a piece of property over here in Mapleton and, um, that's, that's one |
know that he was doing, | think he actually had 500,000 in that Dave has got a million in
it. Uh, they were looking to actually buy it and then turn it real fast.

um-hmm

So that's one. The one, though, that | think I'm, I'm, that | would think is even more peculiar
is he was involved in a deal with a piece of property right over here off of the highway. And
he was going to be purchasing that property from, and this is another one that Dave said,
Dave Simpsons, a realtor that worked closely with Ken on a lot of projects. Have you guys
talked with Dave

I don't...l, not to my knowledge, but

I know somebody has. He might be a person that you'd want to speak to, uh, concerning
that, but a-apparently | don't know how else it went down, but | do know that when | heard
it, | thought, wow, that's, there's at least some motive there. Ah, there was going to be a
sale of a piece of property and...

Here in Springfield?

Yeah. This, this piece down here, um, and | won't know the details of this. | just know the
general's story cause he, Ken used to, he liked to hit home runs and then tell you about it.
uh-huh

You know, he didn't, he didn't kind of like to tell you about things that were going on, but
it sounded to me like they had an opportunity to kind of cut a middleman out of a sale and,
uh, and increase their profits on on flipping some land. And you know, at the time, he just
said, well, you know, if they've found a way to kind of get to the wholesaler, you know, it's
one of those things, but it's, it's also one of those events that, uh you know, if, if uh, if you
were going to lose a million or $2 million dollars on a deal, you know, | don't know how
much motivation a person needs to do something that bad, but, it, the thought crossed my
mind, you know, and |, | had asked, David Simpson, | said, is this a, in your estimation, is
this something that uh, you know, how shady were these guys and one of the guys he told
me about was a guy that uh, that works up at a place called Van Wagons Pawn Shop, who |
have to just thought forever was kind of a greasy guy. | don't think he's capable of doing
something like this, but apparently he's got a lot of skin in the game over here. But uh...
What's his name?

...on this piece. His name is uh, let's see, van Wagen...what's his? Norm, Norm van Wagon.
Yeah.

And he was involved in the deal?

He was involved in his land deal. And supposedly he's one that that stood to lose some
money on it. And it's a big, convoluted deal. Springville went down and put a bunch of
money into this place. And | don't know, | don't know all the details, but | know that was
one of the last things that he was working on.

And it was that a million' dollar investment? Do you know? On his part?

It would be multi, multi-millions.

So, it wouldn't just be 1 million.

It would be significant. Um, in fact, | think, | mean, they've, in fact they've through David
Simpson, they continue to want to pursue this, you know, because they want, they want
money to buy this land. And | just said, no, | just said, this is, I'm just not interested, you
know. But, | think the purchase price on the land is like 18 million. And there were people
that owned various pieces. And um, these were some of the people that | think stood to, to
lose. But you might talk with David. | wonder if he's...he's just stepped out. | wonder if he's
gone too far. | guess just, you know, it might be interesting to see. Yep, he out, probably
taking a call. Might be interesting to see if, if there's something there. | don't know, you
know? I know people don't like to lose money.

Yeah,
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Yeah, you know.

So you don't know who he was working with or if he was meeting somebody. You just
don't know anything about that.

Well, | know you guys don't like theories. Um, | have thought all along that, it could have
easily dealt with, his just absolute tenacity, in regards to getting Dee getting her sentence
commuted. He was working so hard to do that, to get

To get her released...How long has she been in?

She went in, in March of this year and she's scheduled for release in April. And, uh, he just
worked tirelessly. | mean, he just, it was just unending, you know, and there were so many
different avenues and, and, you know, one in particular avenue that I've really thought was
worthy of pursuit. And | don't know how much, or if they've even been able to put it
together, but uh, in, | think it was in April just after he went in, he was told that. and | think
| know, you know, the name of David Novak and you guys been able to find David Novak?
| don't know, like | said, we've been pulled in, after the fact to do some of this leg work that
Chris and Dean have just not had time, you know, following things with any loose ends
they've sent us out.

Okay

So, we haven't been involved in the main gist of the case. So, I'm not, we're kind of at a
disadvantage.

| think David Novak was a person of extreme interest to them initially. Ex-con guy that runs
a consulting service talks to people about what to expect in prison. He's written books,
hold seminars. But one of the things that he does is he tries various ways and means of
commuting sentences, everything from writing letters for presidential pardons to, activating
uh Senate involvement. Uh, he was working with, Warren Hatch and | know he'd sent him a
letter. But what was interesting about David Novak is he was actually working for both Tom
and Dee, and uh | think potentially that's where the rub is. You know, if, ha, you've gotten
to know the history of this family, it's pretty sordid and uh

it's very interesting.

It's interesting. There's a lot of money involved. Uh, It's, it's sordid, and it's really ugly. And
we used to sit around and talk about the fact that it was possible that, that we could be
dealing with something like this someday. And you kind of say it tongue in cheek, but, um
then it happens. And you think, it makes you wonder why you didn't uh, makes you wonder
why you didn't take more precautions, you know? But anyway, David Novak, and we didn't
know it at the time, was working on behalf of Tom trying to get Tom's sentence commuted
and he was working on behalf of Dee. And he was taking a lot of money from both of them.
Was he trying to get Tom sentence commuted as well?

Yeah.

Were they - their sentences similar?

No, they were, they were sentenced the same day. They were indicted, convicted, and
sentenced all together. But the judge, Judge Kimball, who's the, the, the federal judge up
here. Um, he kind of hit Tom with more of the maximum sentence because he could see
that Tom was the ringleader and, and was the one that had really kind of taken them down
and then he gave Dee uh a relatively light sentence. And we really viewed that as his
acknowledgement that, uh that Dee was more of a battered spouse, which she was, you
know, she was a battered spouse for 30 years as one of those real tragic things. But
anyway, um certainly, certainly David Novak being the go-between would have expressed at
some point Dee's, Dee's plan, you know, and, and the plan was very simple. Ah, anything
that Dee knew or had that would either increase Tom's sentence, uh or would, would,
would hold up in court against Tom Jr. and Derek, uh the Fed's were really interested in
that. Uh, this gal, uh marks marks was it, I'm trying to remember the lead prosecutor, Caryn
mark, Caryn eh, | can't remember. Anyway, she, she was very interested in that information
and the deal was simple.
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You bring us information that leads to a conviction, or at least leads to some major
indictments, especially on, on Tom Jr. and Derek. Remember, these are children, these are
children that had just really turned on her. They hated Ken. They had threatened Ken on
several occasions, more so Derek had threatened him physically. And, | know at one point,
one of the ranch hands saw Derek and Ken meet at the ranch and he was really nervous,
and he passed Ken, Ken passed Derrick, wad of cash that was in an envelope, and it was
about this thick. And, | know that when Dee heard that she was really upset. Because she
wanted to know where all her money was, you know? But, anyway, and that's uh why |
know initially there was uh some attention that was paid there. Ken's brother, Rob, first
thing he said is | uh Ken, | know Darick did this, | know Darick did. Cause there had been a
threat just within the last three weeks and other threats and Ken had taken it somewhat
seriously. He had, he put up significant surveillance at the house. He encouraged us to put
surveillance at our house through a company called Wilife, which we did, you know. So he,
he was concerned, you know. | don't think, [ think like all of us, it was kind of a tongue in
cheek thing. But, but anyway, our big concern originally was that somehow this plan to
basically provide information to put these guys away, thus reducing D sentence had, had
gotten back to them. And if that's the case, it's, uh that certainly serves as made major
motivations because, you know Tom, Tom's narcissistic. He thinks everybody's wrong. He
thinks he shouldn't be there. Tom should be there. Tom broke the law. Tom tried to hide
this income from offshore. He tried to do it, you know, and he took Dee down with him and
he did conspire. And that's one of the charges he conspired with his attorney, James
Thompson, who also went to prison. That's all true.

Yeah

You know, | mean, it happened; they got caught; they're doing their time. And it's
unfortunate that Dee was married to him and signing the tax returns. And that's the part
that uh, that throws Dee under the bus, you know?

Right.

So it's a tragedy all the way around, but that that's one motivation. The other, the other
thing that happened is my brother, Darick, is going through a divorce. And, my mother
became very concerned with Darick and his activities and some of the things that he was
doing. And, and, he's apparently been taking some pretty hard drugs, uh which is really
unfortunate. That's not, that's not the house we were raised in, you know, but he, his kids
were seeing him take this foil packet out of his glove box while driving down the road. And
they saw him, snorting, these powders. And, he would say to them, you know, this, this
makes daddy strong. You know, of course they were mimicking him with some, some
something, they were doing some pixie sticks or something. And, so this all started to
come out. So, Cheris is her name. She went really aggressively against Darick because she
was really worried for the safety of her children as she shouldn't be. And uh, she, she didn't
have the money and Dee, caring about those grandchildren had, really kind of aligned
herself with Cheris and said, listen, I've been a battered wife for 30 years. | will help you.
Even though this is her son, she said, | will help you. And all, we give you the resources
that you need to feel safe and secure, which she did. And, and of course, as things play out,
Derek eventually found out that his own mother was supporting his, his estranged wife.
And he was very upset. And within about 30 days of that happening, Cheirs just completely
went off the radar. | mean, she just disappeared, stopped returning phone calls, fired her
attorneys, just stopped all the progresses. She had a, an effective restraining order in place
that went up in smoke.

And how long ago was this? This is...

Well, it would have been, it's going back probably three or four months now. This is, and
this is Bart Bailey who is Dee’s personal attorney. He has, is probably your best source of
truth regarding that. But uh, we really felt, and Dee really felt that she had either been
threatened beyond all imagination.



265
266
267
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288
289
290
291
292
293
294
295
296
297
298
299
300
301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317

Disk 19Tv SimpsonWillisMowerSteed 4 of 4. Transcribed and AudioVerified by Tam 1.18.2

STEED:

STEVENSON
STEED
STEVENSON
STEED
STEVENSON
STEED
STEVENSON
WILLIAMS
STEED

STEVENSON
STEED
STEVENSON
STEED

STEVENSON:

STEED:

STEVENSON
STEED:

STEVENSON:

STEED:

STEVENSON:

STEED:
STEVENSON
STEED

STEVENSON:

STEED
STEVENSON
STEED:
STEVENSON
STEED

(Robert Steed), Page 6

And of course, now we see possibly what these people are capable of, or, um she was paid
off

So maybe Cheris to somebody that needs to be talked to?

Cherice needs to be talked to.

Do you have phone numbers on her or addresses or anything like that

Uh, | never spoke to Cheris, but uh, Bart Bailey has uh, would have that information.

okay

Yeah. He would have that. And you have Bart's information.

Yeah

Would Cheris talk to us?

You know, not freely, not freely she would be uh, and it really depends, you know, | mean, |
just really hope and pray that there is no involvement in that way, because that's something
that will continue to be a problem for (inaudible — my dad? - 10:34 - | can't tell).

She's continuing through the divorce with Darick?

Well, we don't know

Because nobody's talking to her, she's still kind of removed herself from

Yeah, we really don't know. We don't know if she's just frightened beyond all possibilities
and it's just kind of hold up. And, but we do know that she's not pursuing Darick anymore,
that we know and something happened. And, and, Ken actually had a letter that was
written in Tom Sr's handwriting, Tom Mower Sr’s handwriting that said, we now have Cheris
back in our camp. He never showed me that letter, but uh, he had seen it. And uh, it was
this very, it's very intriguing to me because he had uh, for some reason, Dee and Ken was
both very interested in how Tom was doing and what Tom was doing. And, and, and | don't
know why. | just think that uh, they were really hoping that uh, his sentence would be
extended and that he would, you know, and | think it's a little bit of a vindictive thing. |
don't know. | just know that there's no, there's no love loss there. And yet Tom continues to
just love Dee, just loves her, you know.

But he's now remarried, correct.

He's remarried, he's remarried this Russian gal. Um anyway, the other potential source of
truth that those guys would have had regarding our plan would have come from Cheris
potentially because she knew, she knew it all. | mean, we would sit around this in this
attorney's office. And we would talk about,

Trying to get ways of getting Dee's sentence commuted,

Correct with

The right information, or whatever through the Feds

and Cheris was providing a lot of information. She was ju...you know, she was just newly
estranged she'd seen...

...on Dee's behalf. And then all of a sudden that stopped and she...

Correct

...things change.

we get this, you know, we get this letter or we hear about this letter,

...which makes you believe that Tom got to her and shut her down and

Correct.

Okay. I, you know, you're talking to him kind of reading between the lines.

Yeah,

Okay.

That's exactly. That's exactly it. And, and so that, you know, Ken is at the center point of all
of these activities, you know, he's the one that's running the money. He's the one that's
paying the attorneys. He's the one that's trying to find the dirt. He's the one that's
connecting the pieces. And uh, so my initial thought was indeed that, that somehow Tom
was involved in an effort to try to keep him from pursuing, you know, the sentence he was
pursuing. And uh, but you know, it's, it's pure speculation, you know, until, until something
comes up.
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How long was Tom sentence

Thirty-four months.

Okay.

34 months. But uh, he went into a drug rehab program and, it's scheduled to be out. |
think...

Drug rehab for our prescription drugs to illegal drugs?

Yeah. It's kind of a funny, but they call it the RDAP, the R-DAP, the program. And uh, it's a,
it's a program run through whether the Federal Bureau of Prisons and basically it, it takes
about a year off your sentence.

Really. Did he have a drug problem?

You know, um

Or is this just a way to get a year off your sentence?

It is a way to get a year off your sentence but it does cover things like, well, | mean, it could
cover diet Coke

neh

It's an addiction.

So, if you had a prescription for Oxycontin, he could say it was addicted to it and use this
for a reduced sentence...

correct. And Tom did, he did have some addictions. He had some addictions to uh
painkillers. | know that he was taking uh, he was taking an entire bottle of Excedrin every
day...

Okay

...and mini-pens, he was taking just some ridiculous amount of mini-pens and trying to
watch his weight,...

okay

...you know, and be an old hunk for all these 18 and 19 year old girls.

laughter

laughter

It's sick. It's the sickest dang thing.

Is there anything else that has come to your mind that you want on record. Anything else
that, that uh, you can think of?

Yes, there is one other thing. Uh really don't know if this has any bearing, but it's worth
looking at uh, have you guys looked into a gentleman by the name of Robert Zmelic
Don't know, but let me, you know, when they get back today, we can...

Okay

Robert, say it again.

It's a, it's a, it's a Slovak, name it's Zmelicc, ZMAELIC

ZMELIC?

ZMELIC, Ithink is how he pronounces it.

And what's the affiliation or?

Zmelic, Zmelic was a good friend of uh Tom Sr's, Tom Ir's, and Darick's even through major
litigation, that we had with Neways. Um, they remained friends. | mean, here's a half of the
company being sued by this guy. And there, you know, behind, behind closed doors being
real chummy. And it was because they had done a lot of things in the Czech Republic that
were illegal and theiy'd gotten caught a couple of times because Robert Zmellic is a, he's
actually 1992 Decathalon Gold Medalist in Barcelona. He won the gold medal, the
Decathalon incorporates all the different. ..

What countries is he from?

He's from the, he's from the Czech Repubilic.

Okay.

Yeah. Slovakia or the Czech. | think he's from the Czech Republic.

Okay
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Anyway, one of the, one of the more serious potential crimes that Tom has committed
involves Eastern Europe, and it involves, uh, income tax evasion and relabeling of old
product and just a lot of goofy things like that. And, uh, there is the outside chance that,
uh, there is the outside chance that, you know, Robert could have called. And | have to tell
you, the reason that | was thinking about this the other day is because we, we, we heard
the name, Robert. Robert certainly could be, you know, at fictitious name and most likely is,
but indeed Robert is somebody that, and, and this eye-witness, of course heard Ken say uh,
Robert, | don't want to have any troubles just as he was being shot. So, um, anyway, um...
Does he live here local now or is he still out of the country or do you know?

He lives in the Czech Republic.

But he would have a reason to come here if he's friends of Tom junior, senior, and Darick?
They're all still doing business together. I'm sure. His, his, Robert’s good friend is working
here with Tom Jr. and Darick is...

What's his name? Robert Zmelic's good friend?

Yes. What is his name? He was married to a gal by the name of Luba...Luba...and let's see.
What is his name? I'm trying to remember his name. Alan will probably know his name. |
can picture his face. Anyway, they continue to be good friends. And uh, the, the tie is that
certainly if Ken was looking to create uh, you know, ways and means of commuting the
sentence, one of the primary issues was related to Robert Zmelic and offshore accounts
and money that had been taken

As in getting Robert to give information against Tom?

Uh yes, although, he wouldn't have done it willingly, but it was certainly an area of the
world where there was a lot of funny business going on and...

Okay

...therefore, investigators would be very interested in...

Have you had Robert Zmelic?

Yeah, he and | used to be good friends.

Describe him to me. Give me a physical description.

Uh, six foot two, blonde, well-built, blue eyes. And he's a good looking guy. He was a, he
was a world-class athlete, you know?

So, muscular guy, then

muscular

He's six-two, then how much would you place his weight?

Two... | guess he's gained weight actually, since he stopped competing actively. So
probably two-thirty.

Bout, how old do you have a date of birth or know how old he is?

Let's see. He would be...

We could google him, too.

Oh, yeah. In fact, | Googled him, when [ first started thinking about this last week and it was
some information that came up. He comes up first. Do you remember Robert Zmelic’s
friend that worked at Neways?

Edward Vosar?

Edward Vosar, was he from Slovakia?

| don't know for sure.

He was either from Slovak or from Czech Republic. And he's still working here local. Isn't
he?

Last | heard.

How do you spell Vosar?

VOSARisit?

It's A R. | couldn't remember whether it's S or Z. But | think it's S.

I think it's S. And then, do you remember Luba's name. | know it's a real heavy Slovak name
| think it starts with a Y and it goes on for a long time.

hahaha
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ALAN other than that?

WILLIAMS Lots of syllables

STEED Luba and Edward are married, so they're both working for Sisel.

STEVENSON  Okay.

ALAN Last | heard

STEVENSON  And Edward’s a friend of Zmelic's.

STEED Yeah. He was his personal trainer.

STEVENSON  So, is Zmelic 40, 30, 20?

STEED Zmelic would beeeeeeeee...40

ALAN ‘Bout 40. 45

STEED Yeah, | think so.

STEVENSON:  Okay. All right. Anything else?

STEED: I think that's about it. Thanks, Alan. | appreciate that. | knew you'd know. So, is he's an
attorney here on staff.

STEVENSON: And so when you heard the name of Robert being mentioned, you did think of this guy just
as a connection or something?

STEED: Yeah. You know, | hate to send you guys off on some wild thing, but, I, you know, | don't
know. | guess it's worth mentioning. | don't know, but uh, certainly if Cheris has not been
spoken to, she should be spoken to.

STEVENSON:  Okay. Well, what we'll do is get some information from Bart and try and make contact with
her. She lived here local?

STEED: She was up in the midway. So she's up by Hebron, not too far around the mountain from
you guys there.

STEVENSON:  Okay. All right. Well, we will take care of that and we appreciate your time. And should we
talk to David? Is it we're talking to David today?

STEED: Well, you know, you probably should. He is still here. It's that his car? No, but he is still
here. He's wandering around outside. You probably ought to take just a minute with him.

STEVENSON  Okay

STEED | gotta get running.

END OF RECORDING
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